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Despite the abundance of food grown 

and consumed in the United States, 

hunger remains a persistent problem. 

In 2005, anti-hunger efforts were 

further complicated by the natural 

disaster caused by Hurricane Katrina. 

Those affected by this awesome 

storm and its aftermath supplant 

the more than 24 million adults and 

14 million children are either  

hungry or at risk of hunger. 
Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, as photographed by Brett Murphy, 12th Class Emerson Fellow.
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Senator Robert Bennett congratulates Team Utah on 

their receipt of a 2005 Victory Against Hunger Award.

CHC board co-chair Rep. Jo Ann Emerson and 10th 

Anniversary Gala Honoree, Senator Elizabeth Dole.

11th class Fellows and Emerson program staff proudly 

present the Capstone Mural, “Hunger Exists Here.”

3rd Class Leland Fellow Sylvie Doutriaux at her field 

site placement in Mongolia.



CHC Annual Report 2005 1

Around the world, almost 840 million 

men, women and children suffer from 

severe hunger every year. Devastation 

brought on by the tsunami in 

Southeast Asia, critical famine 

and natural disasters throughout 

Asia and Africa has dramatically 

increased the number of people 

around the world who succumb to 

hunger and malnutrition, more than 

those dying from AIDS, malaria, and 

tuberculosis combined.

our Mission:  

Fighting Hunger by Developing Leaders

our Vision:  

To raise up a new generation of leaders dedicated to 

ending hunger in the lives of over 36 million people 

in the United States and 840 million men, women 

and children around the globe.

What Makes us unique:  

For over 10 years the Congressional Hunger 

Center has served as a nexus where those engaged 

in grassroots field operations can connect with 

policymakers to craft more effective solutions to end 

hunger. Over 500 leaders have graduated from our 

programs—young people who will spend their time, 

talents, and energy fighting hunger and poverty. 

These leaders have gained the skills, knowledge and 

experience to inspire hope and fight hunger in the 

United States and around the world.
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In February of 2005, CHC celebrated its 10th Anniversary at the 

U.S. Botanic Garden. Over 300 guests joined our board co-chairs, 

Representatives Jo Ann Emerson and James P. McGovern, in honoring 

Ambassador Tony P. Hall with the CHC Founder’s award. Former USDA 

Secretary Dan Glickman was recognized as the first Bill Emerson Lifetime 

National Hunger Leader and Senator Elizabeth Dole was honored as the 

first Mickey Leland Emerging International Hunger Leader. More than 90 

Emerson and Leland Fellows and alumni joined us to celebrate a decade of 

“fighting hunger by developing leaders.”

Also in 2005, we received over 500 applications for the Mickey Leland 

and Bill Emerson Fellowship programs. We selected 41 Fellows. We 

 welcomed, trained and placed 24 Bill Emerson National Hunger 

Fellows (our 12th class) in field placements across the country. 

We have new site partners on projects like food stamps at the 

San Francisco Department of Human Services, food assessment 

at Farm to Table in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and local wellness 

policies at Utahns Against Hunger in Salt Lake City, Utah. We 

also welcomed the 3rd class of Mickey Leland International 

Hunger Fellows. The 17 young leaders received in-depth train-

ing before departing for their field site placements in such loca-

tions as Bolivia, Ethiopia, Morocco, Mongolia, and Cambodia.

CHC announced the 32 winners of our 13th annual Victory Against 

Hunger (VAH) Awards, sponsored by CHC board member David Kantor and 

his wife, Leslie, of Victory Wholesale Grocers of Boca Raton, Florida and 

Springboro, Ohio. This year’s theme was “fighting hunger through improv-

ing access to the Child and Adult Care Food Program.” We received a record 

84 nominations from members of Congress.

Thank you to all our friends and supporters at the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, our private sector and individual contributors and our allied 

national, regional, state and local anti-hunger organizations in the fight 

against hunger.

Sincerely,

Edward M. Cooney

Letter from the 
Executive Director

CHC Staff. From L to R: First Row: 

Aileen Carr, Amera Bilal, Sherian 

Roggeband, and Kristin Anderson. 

Second Row: Mohamed Gurey, John 

Kelly, Ed Cooney, Margaret Zeigler, 

Susannah Wood, and Jose Ravano.

Edward M. Cooney
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We are proud to serve together as co-chairs of the board of directors for 

the Congressional Hunger Center (CHC). Since 1993, CHC has oper-

ated as a unique training center for a new generation of young anti-hunger 

leaders in the United States. The Bill Emerson National Hunger Fellows and 

the Mickey Leland International Hunger Fellows spend their time, talent and 

energy serving those impacted by hunger and poverty at home and abroad. 

The Fellows are a great inspiration to those of us 

who work on bi-partisan policy initiatives 

in the halls of the U.S. Congress, and for the 

myriad frontline anti-hunger agencies across 

the U.S. and around the world.

In 2005 we have seen the fruit borne 

by the work of CHC, as the Fellows worked 

in urban and rural locations across the U.S. 

and overseas in countries as diverse as Benin, 

Mongolia, Cambodia and Honduras. The anti-

hunger policy initiatives of CHC continued with 

a focus on food stamps, child and adult care programs, domestic 

and international nutrition, and international food aid and 

microfinance for developing countries.

Finally, we commend CHC for taking the initiative in 2005 

to undergo a thorough internal management review of its organizational 

policies and programs. CHC has achieved “Self-Certification Plus” status 

with InterAction, an important milestone in achieving greater organizational 

effectiveness and accountability.

As board co-chairs, we continue to work closely with CHC to raise aware-

ness about hunger with those in our districts, fellow members of Congress, 

and with a wider array of leaders in the U.S. and around the globe. Together, 

we are making a difference in the health and welfare of those in the U.S. and 

others across the world suffering from hunger. We invite you to join us in 

the coming years as we continue to “fight hunger by developing leaders.”

Rep. Jo Ann Emerson Rep. James P. McGovern

Letter from the CHC Board Co-Chairs, 
Representative Jo Ann Emerson and 
Representative James P. McGovern

Rep. Jo Ann Emerson and 

Rep. James P. McGovern, 

board co-chairs

Honorable Jo Ann Emerson
Member of Congress
CHC Board Co-Chair

Honorable James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
CHC Board Co-Chair

Honorable Byron Dorgan
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Honorable Dennis Hertel
Member of Congress (Ret.)

Honorable Amory Houghton
Member of Congress (Ret.)

Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Honorable Frank Wolf
Member of Congress
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President
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Ann Western Bittman
Chief Financial Officer
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Karen Coble Edwards
President
KCE Public Affairs Associates

Brian Folkerts
VP, Government Affairs-Food
Altria Corporate Services, Inc.

Al Franken
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David Kantor
President
Victory Wholesale Grocers

Elizabeth Emerson Leger
The Leger Company, Inc.

Marshall Matz
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Scott Miller
VP Government Affairs
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Manly Molpus
President and CEO
Grocery Manufacturers of America

Jim Scheibel
Executive Director
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Mary Catherine Toker
Vice President, Government Relations
General Mills

Edward M. Cooney
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Dr. Margaret M. Zeigler
Deputy Director

Ambassador Tony P. Hall
Founder

Ambassador Arthur E. (Gene) Dewey
Founding Director
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the Congressional Hunger 
Center’s Founding

The Congressional Hunger Center (CHC) 
has its roots in the House Select Committee 
on Hunger, the bi-partisan leadership forum 
that served as a focal point on domestic and 
international hunger on Capitol Hill during the 
1980s and early 1990s. The Select Committee 
was founded in 1983 by Members of Congress 

Ben Gilman, Mickey Leland and Tony Hall, and 
exemplified a genuine spirit of collaboration in an 
effort to address hunger and poverty.

As the successor organization to the Select 
Committee, CHC has continued to serve as a 
nexus where the voices of the hungry in the 
United States and around the world can be heard 
by leaders working together in a bi-partisan spirit 
to end hunger.

Facilitating Collaborative efforts 
Between grassroots Programs and 
national and international Policy

Like the House Select Committee on Hunger, 
CHC’s programs and advocacy initiatives em-
phasize the link between grassroots, field-based 
solutions to hunger and effective policy work. 
Our approach, woven throughout our programs, 
advocacy, and education initiatives, is to listen 
to the voices of those most impacted by hunger, 
and to incorporate their solutions into bi-partisan 
legislation that will directly address hunger.

The Congressional Hunger Center 
Vision and Programs

“I cannot get used to hunger and 

desperate poverty in our plentiful land. 

There is no reason for it, there is no 

excuse for it, and it is time that we  

as a nation put an end to it.”

RepResentative Mickey LeLand 

chaiRMan, house seLect coMMittee on hungeR

Rachel Lopez, a member of 

the 10th class of National 

Hunger Fellows, presents at 

the 2003 National Anti-

Hunger Policy Conference in 

Washington, D.C.
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Since inception, CHC has organized and 
hosted numerous workshops, national and 
international hunger forums, and briefings for 
Members of Congress and policymakers.

CHC’s many friends and partners include 
Members of Congress, Hill staff who focus on 
hunger and poverty, and hundreds of anti-hunger 
organizations throughout the U.S. and overseas.

training leaders at the Community, 
national, and international levels about 
the Causes of and solutions to Hunger

CHC also serves as a unique training center 
where over 500 young men and women have 
gained the skills, knowledge and experience 
needed to become effective anti-hunger leaders. 
Our leadership training programs include the Bill 
Emerson National Hunger Fellows Program and 
the Mickey Leland International Hunger Fellows 
Program. Between 1995 and 2000, CHC trained 
hundreds of community-based leaders in the 
Beyond Food AmeriCorps Program. In 2004, we 
are proud to celebrate over 10 years of “Fighting 
Hunger by Developing Leaders.”

Each year over 20 young leaders are chosen 
from a large pool of applicants to participate in 
the Bill Emerson National Hunger Fellows Program. 
Emerson Fellows are placed for six months 
throughout the United States with urban and 
rural community-based organizations, such as 
food banks, community kitchens, and local ad-
vocacy agencies. They then move to Washington, 
D.C. to complete the year-long program with 

six months of work at national policy organiza-
tions, including national advocacy organizations, 
 federal agencies, faith-based organizations, and 
think tanks. Emerson Fellows also receive over 
40 days of intensive training throughout the year, 
and national anti-hunger leaders serve as men-
tors and employers, both during and after the 
 fellowship.

The CHC’s Mickey Leland International Hunger 
Fellows Program provides exceptional individuals 
with service opportunities at the United Nations 
agencies, U.S. government agencies, and with 
non-governmental and private sector organiza-
tions. The duration of the fellowship is two years, 
with a field placement in a developing country 
for the first year, followed by a second year in a 
policy environment in either Washington, D.C. 
or Rome, Italy at the United Nations food agency 
headquarters. The field placement allows each 
fellow to participate in a variety of anti-hunger 
efforts, from agriculture, to nutrition, to school 
feeding projects and includes emergency food 
aid operations. The subsequent policy placement 
allows fellows to use their field experience to 
influence policies and programs that end global 
hunger.

Emerson and Leland Fellows continue to dedi-
cate their time, talents and energy to end hunger 
in the United States and overseas. They are living 
memorials to the late U.S. Representatives Mickey 
Leland and Bill Emerson, two outstanding leaders 
who exemplified a bi-partisan spirit of coopera-
tion in the fight against hunger and poverty.

Leland Fellows attend a policy 

training at InterAction.
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CHC Partner Sites 
1994–2005

national Field 
Partners

alabama
Alabama Coalition Against 

Hunger, Auburn
alaska
Food Bank of Alaska, Anchorage
arizona
Association of Arizona Food 

Banks, Phoenix
Community Food Bank, Tucson
Tohono O’Odham Community 

Action, Sells
Westside Food Bank, Phoenix
California
Alameda County Community 

Food Bank, Oakland 
Alameda County Social Services 

Agency, Oakland*
California Emergency Food 

Link, Sacramento
California Food Policy 

Advocates, Los Angeles
Community Action 

Commission, Santa Barbara 
Foodlink of Tulare County, 

Visalia
Fresno Community Food Bank, 

Fresno
Fresno Metropolitan Ministry, 

Fresno
Homeless Garden Project, 

Santa Cruz
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, 

Los Angeles
Los Angeles Regional Food 

Bank, Los Angeles
San Francisco Department 

of Human Services, San 
Francisco*

USDA Western Regional Office, 
San Francisco

Colorado
USDA Mountain Plains Office, 

Denver
Connecticut
End Hunger CT!, Hartford
The Hartford Food System, 

Hartford
Delaware
Teaching Health for Life 

Ministries, Wilmington
Florida
Farm Share, Florida City
Florida Association for 

Community Action, Gainesville
Florida Impact, Tallahassee

Human Services Coalition, 
Miami

South Florida Interfaith 
Committee for 
Worker Justice, 
Miami

Hawaii
Full Plate, Inc., Kaneohe
Hawaii Foodbank, Honolulu
idaho
Idaho Community Action 

Network, Boise
illinois
Center for Economic Progress, 

Chicago
Chicago Interfaith Committee 

on Worker Issues, Chicago
Hyde Park-Kenwood Interfaith 

Council, Chicago
indiana
Haven House Services, 

Jeffersonville
Kansas
Campaign to End Childhood 

Hunger, Wichita
Kentucky
Community Farm Alliance, 

Louisville*
Kentucky River Foothills 

Development Corp., Berea
louisiana
Hope House of New Orleans, 

New Orleans
National Policy and Advocacy 

Council on Homelessness, 
New Orleans

Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Greater New Orleans, 
New Orleans

Maine
Maine Coalition for Food 

Security, Portland
Maryland
Project PLASE, Baltimore
Massachusetts
Boston Medical Center, Boston
Food Bank of Western 

Massachusetts, Hatfield
Massachusetts Law Reform 

Institute, Boston
Worcester County Food Bank, 

Worcester
Michigan
Hunger Action Coalition of 

Michigan, Detroit
Second Harvest Gleaners Food 

Bank, Grand Rapids

Minnesota
St. Paul Second Harvest 

Food Bank, St. Paul
Missouri
The Campus Kitchens 

Project at St. Louis 
University, St. Louis

Operation Food Search, Inc., 
St. Louis

Montana
Missoula Food Bank, Inc., 

Missoula
Montana People’s Action, 

Missoula
Northern Cheyenne Food Bank, 

Lame Deer
nevada
Project M.A.N.A., Incline Village
new Mexico
Farm to Table, Santa Fe*
The Food Depot, Santa Fe
Second Harvest Roadrunner 

Food Bank, Albuquerque
new York
Community Food Resource 

Center, New York City
Community Hunger Outreach 

Warehouse, Binghamton
FoodChange, New York*
Godian Fellowship Church, 

Jamaica
New Yorkers Against Hunger 

Project at SENSES, Albany
Nutrition Consortium of New 

York State, Albany
north Carolina
Food Bank of North Carolina, 

Raleigh
Second Harvest Metrolina Food 

Bank, Charlotte
north Dakota
Red River Valley Community 

Action, Grand Forks
ohio
Ohio Association of Second 

Harvest Food Banks, Columbus
Operation Food Share, Dayton
Southeastern Ohio Regional 

Food Center, Logan
oklahoma
Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah
oregon
Children First of Oregon, 

Portland*
FOOD for Lane County, Eugene
Oregon Faith Roundtable, 

Portland
Oregon Food Bank, Portland

Oregon Hunger Relief Task 
Force, Portland

Pennsylvania
Greater Pittsburgh Community 

Food Bank, Duquesne
Just Harvest, Pittsburgh
Puerto rico
La Fondita De Jesus, Santurce
south Carolina
Harvest Hope Food Bank, 

Columbia
texas
End Hunger Network, Houston
San Antonio Food Bank, 

San Antonio
South Plains Food Bank, 

Lubbock
utah
Utahns Against Hunger, Salt 

Lake City*
Vermont
Vermont Campaign to End 

Childhood Hunger, Burlington
Vermont Foodbank, Inc., 

South Barre
Virginia
Portsmouth Area Resources 

Coalition, Portsmouth
Washington
Children’s Alliance, Seattle
The Fremont Public Association, 

Seattle
Washington Citizen Action, 

Seattle
Washington Food Coalition, 

Seattle*
Washington, D.C.
Capital Area Food Bank
Community Harvest
D.C. Central Kitchen
D.C. Hunger Solutions
Wisconsin
Fondy Food Center, Inc., 

Milwaukee
Hunger Task Force, Milwaukee

national 
Policy Partners

Academy for Educational 
Development

American Association for Career 
and Technical Education

American Dietetic Association*
American Public Human 

Services Association*
 American Red Cross
America’s Second Harvest
Bread for the World
Call to Renewal
Catholic Charities USA
Center for Community Change
Center for Women’s Policy 

Studies
Center of Concern/Presbyterian 

Hunger Program*
Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities
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* New site in 2005

CFED*
Christian Children’s Fund
Coalition on Human Needs
Community Action 

Partnership
Community Food Security 

Coalition
Community Food Security 

Coalition/National Family 
Farm Coalition*

Connect for Kids
Corporation for Enterprise 

Development
Domestic Policy Council, The 

White House
Families USA
Fellow with Sen. Blanche 

Lincoln’s Office*
Food Research and Action 

Center
General Board of Church and 

Society, United Methodist 
Church

Georgetown University 
Center for Maternal and 
Child Health

Heritage Foundation
Immigration and Refugee 

Services Of America
InterAction
Lutheran Office for 

Governmental Affairs
Lutheran Services in America

March of Dimes
National Coalition for the 

Homeless
National Conference of State 

Legislatures
National Council of La Raza
National Head Start Association
National Law Center on 

Homelessness & Poverty
National League of Cities
National Network for Youth
National Puerto Rican Coalition*
National Security Council, The 

White House
NETWORK
New America Foundation
Northeast-Midwest Institute*
Oxfam America
Partners for Livable 

Communities
Poverty and Race Research 

Action Council
Presbyterian Church USA*
RESULTS, Inc.
Rural Coalition
School Nutrition Association
Share Our Strength
The Urban Institute

U.S. Conference of Mayors
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services
U.S. Department of Justice, 

Executive Office of Weed and 
Seed

Volunteers of America
Welfare Information Network
Welfare to Work
Workforce Alliance

international 
Field Partners

Bangladesh
Land O’ Lakes
UN World Food Program
Bolivia
Save the Children
Chad
Catholic Relief Services
el salvador
FUNDE
SHARE
ethiopia
USAID, Office of Food for Peace
Save the Children
UN World Food Program
USAID, Office of Health, 

Population and Nutrition
guatemala
Counterpart International
indonesia
International Land Coalition
Land O’ Lakes
Kenya
Catholic Relief Services

International Service for the 
Acquisition of Agri-Biotech 
Applications

Malawi
CARE
Mexico
CIMMYT
The News
Peru
Peruvian Center for Social  

Study (CEPES)
south africa
World Food Program
sudan
Catholic Relief Services
uganda
World Food Program
USAID

international 
Policy Partners

Washington, D.C. region
American Red Cross
Bread for the World
CARE

Catholic Relief Services
Counterpart International
FANTA
IFPRI
Land O’ Lakes
National Family Farm Coalition
Save the Children
Scripps Howard News Service
USAID, Africa Bureau
USAID, Office of Food for Peace
rome, italy
International Land Coalition
UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization
UN International Fund for 

Agricultural Development
UN World Food Program
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about the Program

For more than 12 years the Bill Emerson 
National Hunger Fellows Program has been a 
leadership development opportunity for talented 
individuals seeking to make a difference in the 
struggle to eliminate domestic hunger and pov-
erty. The program includes substantial training, 
an emphasis on fellowship, and access to superb 
partner organizations. Through their year-long 
effort, Hunger Fellows:
l Gain practical experience at both the grass-

roots and national level.
l Graduate with firsthand training in direct 

service program development and an under-
standing of public policy as it relates to hunger 
and poverty issues.

l Develop as effective leaders in the anti-hunger 
movement by bridging community grassroots 
efforts and national public policy.
The fellowship is divided into two six-month 

placements—field (across the United States) and 
policy (in Washington, D.C.).

The Bill Emerson National 
Hunger Fellows Program

training and leadership Development

In addition to developing leaders through di-
rect field and policy work, the Emerson National 
Hunger Fellows Program provides comprehen-
sive training throughout the fellowship year. 
Training opportunities include Field Training and 
Orientation, Mid-Field Retreat, Policy Training, 
and Professional Development Days. Each form 
of training serves a specific purpose, from expos-
ing Fellows to new information about hunger 
to reinforcing their professional experiences by 
introducing them to experts in the anti-hunger 
field. Training topics vary and have included: fed-
eral feeding programs, root causes of hunger and 
poverty, community organizing, public policy, 
creative solutions to ending hunger, community 
building, political systems, the emergency food 
system, and skill development.

12th Class Fellow Field Work 
Highlights (2005)

In California’s Bay Area, Hunger Fellows Kevin 
Anderson and Brigit Adamus worked with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, community based 
organizations, and city and county officials to im-
prove the effectiveness of Food Stamp Outreach to 
eligible persons not currently receiving benefits. 
They evaluated programs, developed demonstra-
tion projects, and provided recommendations for 
changes to important application processing and 
outreach practices.

Larisa Bowman worked with Utahns Against 
Hunger and Salt Lake City schools to implement 
local wellness policies in low-income districts. She 
devised a comprehensive policy that addresses 
childhood obesity and the high incidence of 
hunger and food insecurity.

12th Class Emerson Fellows celebrate the conclusion of Field 

Training on the steps of the U.S. Capitol

12th Class Emerson Fellows participate in an exercise at 

Field Training
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Natalie Halbach worked with the Community 
Farm Alliance in Louisville, Kentucky to increase 
access to fresh, locally grown foods in low-income 
neighborhoods in West Louisville through the 
neighborhood farmers’ market. Through outreach 
to neighborhood organizations, she built partici-
pation in a pilot program that provides tokens to 
WIC mothers and children to purchase produce at 
the market.

Almas Sayeed and Elizabeth McCarthy au-
thored a comprehensive report on immigrant 
access to Food Stamp benefits and other nutri-
tion programs, exploring the disparate ways 
immigrant communities in NYC are impacted by 
the Food Stamp Program. The project includes 
both qualitative and quantitative analyses of the 
eligible but nonparticipating immigrants living in 
New York.

Karen Wong conducted an assessment of a pi-
lot universal school meal program in its first year 
at six Milwaukee public elementary schools. By 
interviewing students, parents, and school district 
officials, she measured the impact of the universal 
free breakfast and lunch pilots in these schools.

accomplishments during 
Policy Placements (2005) 

Dennis Barrett worked with the Health Policy 
Department of Families USA to ensure that low-
income people have access to quality health care. 
He revised sections of Preserving Medicaid in Tough 
Times, a toolkit for state health care advocates, 
and analyzed private insurance market issues and 
how they impact the availability and affordabil-
ity of coverage for low-income individuals and 
families.

Fellows assist with Katrina relief

Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast during 
the 12th Class Fellows’ field training in D.C. and 
many became involved in relief efforts as soon as they 
began their field work.

Brett Murphy conducted an oral history project on 
Hurricane Katrina. He was due to begin his field place-
ment with the National Policy and Advocacy Council 
on Homelessness in New Orleans when Katrina hit, 
but was forced to work out of their D.C. office and in 
Houston until the New Orleans office re-opened. He 
traveled to the Gulf region to conduct interviews with 
evacuees, service providers, volunteers, and church 
officials, working to inject the voices of victims and 
the communities that have come to their aid into the 
discourse on this catastrophe.

In Washington, D.C. Fellows responded to the 
arrival of evacuees at the D.C. Armory emergency 
shelter. Dana Conroy provided technical assistance to 
churches across the city on how they could best aid 
the evacuees and how they could become emer-
gency shelters under the relaxed rules for the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program. Indivar Dutta-Gupta 
compiled an extensive “questions and answers” 
document for evacuees and volunteers, explaining 
rules for the disaster food stamp program as well as 
pointing people to resources to help enroll children 
in local schools, secure housing, find legal assistance, 
and apply for other government benefits.

12th Class 

Emerson Fellow 

Amanda Wagner 

manages a mobile 

market in rural 

Arizona

The devastation of Hurricane Katrina, as captured by 

Emerson Fellow Brett Murphy

11th Class Emerson Fellows 

Shireen Cama, Katy Mastman, 

and Lucinda Megill celebrate 

following the successful 

facilitation of a Wellness 

Policy meeting at the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture
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While with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Service, Katy 
Mastman created implementation and evaluation 
resources for the Wellness Policy, which includes 
school meals, physical activity, nutrition educa-
tion and other school-based activities, to promote 
health and wellness while reducing obesity.

A toolkit entitled Addressing Hunger and 
Nutrition: A Tool Kit for Positive Results, re-
cently published by the Hunger and Nutrition 
Partnership of the National Conference of 
State Legislatures (NCSL), was researched and 
co-authored by Chandra Kring, a member of the 

The Bill Emerson National  
Hunger Fellows Program

11th Class, and Katie Gigliotti, a member of the 
10th Class and current NCSL staff member. The 
publication, comprised primarily of issue briefs on 
federal nutrition programs and related anti-hun-
ger initiatives, is a resource for state policymakers 
on the many public, private and non-profit sector 
programs that address hunger and nutrition.

During her time with the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute, Andrea Matsuoka conducted two 
targeted research projects: the first evaluating 
the viability of Internet-based alternative food 
distribution systems linking low-income housing 
assistance recipients with fresh, locally grown 
produce; and the second a comparative analysis of 
select “Farm Share” nutrition assistance programs 
in five states, with recommendations for expan-
sion strategies to other states.

Sarah Osmer worked with the immigration 
team and the Fair Immigration Reform Movement 
(FIRM) at the Center for Community Change to 
develop immigration/immigrant rights research 
and reports on the DREAM Act (a legalization 
program for immigrant students) and other 
timely immigration policies. She also compiled a 
report on the hardships and injustices immigrant 
workers face in the workplace.

Focus on: alumni

Fellows move on from the Emerson Program to 
make an impact on academia, government, and 
colleagues with their experiences and viewpoints 
gained during the field and policy phases of the 
fellowship. Meet two of our amazing 225 program 
alumni!

Shawn Powers
Shawn was placed with the Food Bank of 

Alaska, located in Anchorage, where he developed 
and taught a food safety certification program for 
food pantries throughout the state and worked 
with staff of the recently-formed Anchorage 
Kids Café program to create safe food handling 
standards and monitoring procedures for hot 
meal sites that serve needy children after school. 
Shawn authored Fighting Childhood Hunger in 
Anchorage: A Report on the Kids Café Program which 

11th Class Capstone Project

The 11th Class of Emerson National Hunger 
Fellows collaborated with renowned muralist Xavier 
Cortada and participants from across the United 
States to create “Hunger Exists Here,” a participatory 
anti-hunger mural. The mural serves as the culmina-
tion, or “Capstone,” project of the 11th Class, and 
is designed to both reflect the field experiences of 
Fellows and capture a diverse group of people’s 
thoughts, feelings and experiences with hunger and 
poverty. The 5x18 foot “collaborative message mural” 
is currently on display at D.C. Central Kitchen.

11th Class Emerson Fellows 

and their Capstone Mural 

[Xavier Cortada, “Hunger 

Exists Here,” 5 feet x 16 feet, 

mixed media on canvas, 

2005]
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evaluated Kids Café as a solution to the problem 
of childhood hunger in Alaska’s largest city. He 
also traveled to the native villages of Seldovia, 
Noorvik, Point Hope, Kotzebue, and Atka to 
monitor and help establish The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP) distribution sites.

During his policy placement with the Food 
Research and Action Center, Shawn completed a 
report about the use of emergency food stamps 
after natural disasters. This report, entitled “An 
Advocates Guide to Disaster Food Stamps,” has 
been widely disseminated to city and state offi-
cials and advocates across the country in the wake 
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the Gulf Coast. 
The report was posted to the USDA website, 
used as a resource by hundreds of advocates, and 
Hunger Fellows nationwide relied on it to inform 
their work assisting evacuees.

Shawn is currently serving as a Fulbright 
Fellow in the Philippines.

Deanna Wilson
Deanna was placed with the Boston Medical 

Center (BMC) Grow Clinic, serving children who 
are underweight and undernourished. Working 
with BMC’s Children’s Sentinel Nutrition 
Assessment Program (C-SNAP), a national net-
work of pediatricians and child health researchers 

who conduct research to assess the impact of 
public policies on children’s health, Deanna man-
aged C-SNAP advocacy and dissemination efforts, 
linking C-SNAP with potential community part-
ners, writing popular reports and research briefs 
to disseminate C-SNAP findings, and creating an 
advocacy network to share research and resources. 
She authored The Children’s Sentinel Nutrition 
Assessment Program Advocacy Toolkit which 
includes information necessary for advocates, 
community-based organizations and legislators to 
utilize C-SNAP research.

During her policy placement with the 
American Dietetic Association, Deanna conducted 
research related to nutrition security in federal 
programs serving three groups: older adults, 
school-aged children, and persons with HIV/AIDS. 
She worked with a range of nutrition profession-
als to identify possible public policy and nutrition 
interventions addressing specific cohort needs 
and to overcome misperceptions and barriers 
to nutrition security within federal programs. 
Deanna helped to integrate nutrition more suc-
cessfully into food assistance programs and to 
build bridges linking the nutrition community to 
the larger community of anti-hunger advocates.

Deanna is currently a first year medical student 
at the Yale University School of Medicine.

Peter Andrews
Estera Barbarasa
Dennis Barrett
Alexis Bylander
Shireen Cama
Alexandra Cawthorne
Philip Colvin
William Connors
Barrett Ebright
Mariestella Fischer-Vélez
Erin Hoekstra
Chandra Kring

Katy Mastman
Andrea Matsuoka
Lucinda Megill
Dan Murphy
Faith Nyirenda
Sarah Osmer
David Pedulla
Shawn Powers
Micah Schwartz
Judith Stermer
Laura Tatum
Deanna Wilson

Brigit Adamus
Madina Agénor
Kevin Anderson
Larisa Bowman
Cecilia Cárdenas-Navia
Dana Conroy
Indivar Dutta-Gupta
Lauren Forbes
Natalie Halbach
Aiyeshia Hudson
Shijuade Kadree
Matthew King

Joseph Lee
Matthew Lewis
Roshin Mathew
Elizabeth McCarthy
Rebekah Miller
Brett Murphy
Miles Patrie
David Pope
Samuel Raskin
Almas Sayeed
Amanda Wagner
Karen Wong

Shawn Powers, 

Emerson Program 

Alumnus, 11th Class

Deanna Wilson, 

Emerson Program 

Alumna, 11th Class

Members of the 11th Class  
emerson national Hunger Fellows

Members of the 12th Class of 
emerson national Hunger Fellows
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The Mickey Leland International Hunger 
Fellows is a two-year service/ learning pro-

gram that begins with a one-year field placement 
in countries throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. Partner organizations include national 
and international non-governmental organiza-
tions, private sector entities, and bi-lateral and 
multi-lateral organizations. Fellows spend a 
second year assisting with policy formulation 
either in the headquarters of the organizations 
where they served during their field placements 
or in complimentary policy organizations. Field 
and policy placements are closely coordinated so 
that timely, innovative information from the field 
translates into appropriate policies to address root 
causes of hunger.

2005 was an exciting milestone year for the 
Mickey Leland International Hunger Fellows pro-
gram, as it graduated its second class of Fellows in 
May and welcomed its third class of 17 Fellows in 
June. Members of the second class have transi-
tioned into a number of exciting jobs both in the 
U.S. and abroad, and continue to contribute to 
the program in many ways as alumni.

In June, the Mickey Leland International 
Hunger Fellows Program officially began for the 
2005-2007 cycle. The incoming class attended a 
retreat and training designed to allow Fellows to 
get to know each other better as well as under-

The Mickey Leland International 
Hunger Fellows Program

stand the specifics of the fellowship and learn 
more about the various issues within the food aid, 
advocacy and international development realms. 
After training, all Fellows traveled to their field 
sites and began working with their respective host 
organizations. Several new exciting partnerships 
and locations such as Mercy Corps in Mongolia 
and Adventist Development Relief Agency in 
Bolivia have allowed the program to expand its 
appeal to a greater number of applicants than ever 
before.

training

The third class of Leland 
International Hunger 
Fellows participated in 
a retreat and training 
designed to encourage 
group cohesion, develop 
their professional career 
plans and provide an 
overview of key issues 
in international devel-
opment and food aid. Both the retreat 
and training were coordinated and planned by 
Leland alumna Mette Karlsen.

The retreat was held at the Coolfont Resort in 
West Virginia and it enabled Fellows to reflect on 
their past accomplishments and to contemplate 
their upcoming two years as a Leland Fellow as 
well as their future career plans. Given that they 
would be traveling to thirteen different countries, 
the isolated atmosphere of the retreat also allowed 
Fellows to learn more about each other and start 
the process of forging the lasting personal and 
professional connections. In addition to mapping 
their professional and personal development 
plans, the Fellows participated in various activities 
that included leadership and team work exercises 
through an outward bound training program.

After the retreat, the Fellows attended in-
formative briefings from the Congressional 
Research Service, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and InterAction. The briefings provided an 
overview of the many considerations and policies 

New Leland Fellows meet 

with Rep. Jim McGovern 

(far right) during pre-field 

training.
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that inevitably impact on their work as a Leland 
Fellow. While in D.C., Fellows also further devel-
oped their skills in cross-cultural communication 
and monitoring and evaluation. These pre-field 
activities fueled intense excitement about the 
challenges and opportunities of working interna-
tionally on the fight against hunger.

Field Placements: Focus on agriculture

The range of topics Fellows are working on in 
their field year is more diverse than ever before. 
Across three continents, Leland International 
Hunger Fellows are investigating child labor 
practices, overseeing food distributions to people 
living with HIV/AIDS, developing women’s 
empowerment programs, and of course, working 
on food security and agricultural development 
programs for the rural poor. The profiles below 
highlight some of the work that Fellows are doing 

related to agricultural development and other 
food security-related programs.

Sylvie Doutriaux: Mercy Corps, Mongolia
Sylvie is working with the Gobi Regional 

Economic Growth Initiative and the Rural 
Agribusiness Support programs at Mercy 
Corps Mongolia. The goal of both these 
programs is to develop, diversify and 
strengthen rural businesses critical to 
Mongolia’s agricultural sector. Sylvie’s 
main activity to date has been a survey of 
the Mongolian livestock and meat sub-
sector. Through surveys of actors at all 
levels of the supply chain, from herders 

to wholesalers to retailers, she has found that 
the main constraints are low productivity, ineffi-
cient market linkages and high seasonal variation. 
She is now exploring ways that Mercy Corps can 
work with herders to help them increase animal 
productivity, and to improve their access to mar-
kets, such as establishing freezers in larger towns 
so that herders can preserve their meat to sell in 
times of higher prices. Sylvie has also assisted in 
a diary food safety campaign to teach herders 
sanitary methods for producing and storing milk 
and dairy products.

Todd Flower: Save the Children, Uganda
Todd is working at Save the Children’s 

Nakasongola field office on two agricultural 
development projects, a model homestead 
project and an agricultural marketing project. The 
model homestead project is an effort to improve, 
diversify and intensify agricultural productivity in 
the area by working with key farmer coordinators 
on techniques that can be implemented around 
their homes. Todd has specifically been focus-
ing on training farmers in agroforestry, fruit tree 
grafting and beekeeping practices. The marketing 
project provides motivated groups of farmers 
with training in essential marketing skills and is 
helping them gain access to local and commercial 
markets.

Andy Miller: Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency, Bolivia

Andy is working with ADRA Bolivia as a moni-
toring and evaluation assistant for its food aid 
program in rural income production, health and 
natural resource man-
agement. He travels to 
project sites to review 
progress, collect data 
and design information 
tracking systems. Andy 
is also active in pro-
gram development and 
planning efforts, work-
ing on such projects as 
a proposal to the World 
Bank Development 
Marketplace com-
petition, focusing 
on participatory community management and 
appropriate technologies to provide water services 
to poor, rural populations.

Andy works with partners 

such as these two Bolivian 

girls, shown here with their 

llama.

A herder family in front 

of their ger.

Sylvie rides a camel, a very 

important type of livestock for 

Mongolian herders.

Todd with key farmer coordinators in the project area.
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The Mickey Leland International  
Hunger Fellows Program

Michael Manske: Counterpart 
International, Senegal

Mike is working on a USAID Food for 
Peace sponsored project in the northern 
region of Senegal that focuses on improv-
ing education, maternal/child health 
and care for people living with HIV/

AIDS. Mike has focused his efforts specifi-
cally on the HIV/AIDS component of the project, 
assisting in coordinating food aid and developing 
nutritional care and support programs for people 
living with AIDS. Mike has been particularly 
involved in training activities for community 
groups on nutritional counseling. This project 
addresses the higher nutritional needs of those 
living with HIV/AIDS while taking anti-retroviral 
medications.

Amanda Rives Argeñal: Christian 
Children’s Fund, Honduras

Amanda is working with the Christian 
Children’s Fund (CCF) in Honduras, where the 
southern area of the country has experienced 
chronic drought and crop failure since Hurricane 
Mitch in 1998. CCF is operating nine projects in 
45 communities in the area, benefiting approxi-
mately 10,500 families. Amanda’s project is to 
assist CCF to develop a food security strategy 
for the region, which will be used as a model for 
CCF’s projects in other parts of the country and 
for CCF International. Working with local staff 
based in the communities, Amanda has thus far 

carried out a needs assessment and nutritional 
survey. She is currently conducting a participatory 
appraisal, working with community representa-
tives to develop action plans and proposals for 
small projects that will help them to achieve their 
goal of sustainable food security. Amanda’s final 
product will include a rights-based and child-fo-
cused approach, and a participatory monitoring 
and evaluation component to strengthen local 
ownership of the proposed interventions.

Top: Mike and a Senegalese 

colleague. 

Bottom: Fortified flour 

and vegetable oil await 

distribution at a warehouse.

Above: Amanda leads a 

discussion of food security 

with a community group. 

Left: Amanda inspects a 

tomato crop with Honduran 

friends.
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Members of the 2nd Class  
leland international Hunger Fellows

Members of the 3rd Class  
leland international Hunger Fellows
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national Policy report

The focus of CHC’s domestic policy work 
this year was on the fiscal year 2006 Budget 
Resolution. Congress initially required the House 
and Senate Agriculture Committees to make 
$3 billion in cuts in agriculture, nutrition and 
conservation programs. CHC worked with its 
allied national anti-hunger organizations (NAHO) 
and our partner groups in the farm/agriculture 
and conservation arenas in opposition to these 
proposed cuts. Our particular focus was on the 
Food Stamp Program. CHC participated in meet-
ings with USDA’s Secretary Michael Johanns, 
FNCS Undersecretary Eric Bost, Senate Agriculture 
Committee Chair Saxby Chambliss, and their 
respective staff. We also joined the American Farm 
Bureau, the Food Research and Action Center 
(FRAC), America’s Second Harvest (A2H), the 
Center on Budget Policy and Priorities and 118 
national organizations in a coalition opposed to 
cuts in these programs. While the Administration 
and the House and Senate Budget Committee 
initially approved cuts in the Food Stamp 
Program, the final conference agreement on the 
2006 Budget Resolution removed all cuts from the 
Food Stamp Program, the key national nutritional 
safety net for poor and hungry people in the U.S.

CHC has received a subgrant from the 
Community Food Security Coalition (CFSC) as a 
partner in the WK Kellogg Foundation three-year 
project: “Developing a Progressive Farm and Food 
Policy,” for the 2007 Farm Bill. CHC’s role is to be 
the link between CFSC groups, farmers, envi-
ronmentalists and conservation groups as well 
as nutrition/anti-hunger groups on issues in the 
Nutrition Title of the Farm Bill. CHC is working 
on the Healthy Foods and Community Initiative 
of the four-part Farm and Food Policy Project.

We collaborate with allied anti-hunger groups 
through bi-monthly NAHO conference calls spon-
sored by MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger. 
CHC staff also participate in USDA Food Stamp 
Advisory Council and the Food Policy Working 
Group (a coalition of the major national religious 
organizations). Sustenance, our newsletter, reaches 
over 2,000 individuals and organizations in 

the U.S. and abroad, including key members of 
Congress, private sector companies, foundations, 
nutrition and anti-hunger organizations, and state 
legislators.

During 2005, CHC executive director Edward 
Cooney has made presentations on such topics as 
the federal budget, appropriations, hunger, and 
the Kellogg Farm and Food Policy Project at the 
following:
l Colorado Statewide Anti-Hunger Conference
l Mississippi Delta Grassroots Commission Press 

Conference
l FRAC/A2H Policy Conference
l FRAC Hunger Leaders Meeting
l A2H Board of Directors Outcomes 

Subcommittee meeting
l RESULTS Annual Dinner

CHC continues to play a lead role in support of 
federal anti-hunger programs.

Fighting Hunger At Home
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In 2005, over 840 million people suffered from 
hunger in the developing world. Despite the 

U.S. commitment to reducing hunger and poverty 
overseas, much work remains to be done. During 
the past year, CHC helped educate Congress about 
the importance of agriculture and rural invest-
ments for developing countries, and advocated for 
increasing food aid for countries in with chronic 
poverty and those countries affected by natural 
disaster or civil conflict.

advocacy and education 
efforts on Capitol Hill

In 2005, CHC deputy director, Margaret Zeigler 
worked closely with allied organizations to raise 
awareness about the effectiveness of U.S. humani-
tarian assistance. In particular, CHC supported 
efforts to maintain and expand levels of inter-
national food aid, and to protect against cuts to 
these life-saving programs within the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) negotiations. CHC staff 
mobilized efforts on behalf of 20 organizations 
to inform the U.S. Trade Representative about 
the critical importance of U.S. food aid, and to 
preserve humanitarian food aid programs during 
the Hong Kong trade talks.

Margaret traveled in December, 2004 to south-
east Asia and authored a special report in 2005 
on hunger and U.S. food aid programs operating 
in Cambodia. The report, entitled “The Impact of 
U.S. Food Assistance in Cambodia” detailed the 
uses of food aid to support maternal and child 
health programs, school feeding for poor rural 
children, and HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis treat-
ment programs. CHC used this report to advocate 
for food and cash resources to end hunger caused 
by civil war, drought and flooding, and to use 
the Bill Emerson Humanitarian Trust to supple-
ment the regular food aid programs operated by 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). CHC was recognized for our support of 
humanitarian food aid programs in May, 2005, 
at the annual Kansas City Food Aid Exporting 
Conference. The award recognized CHC for 

“Political Leadership” in advocating for increased 
resources for U.S. overseas anti-hunger programs.

And for World Food Day in October, 2005, 
CHC partnered with the United Nations 
International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) to co-host a Capitol Hill briefing entitled 
“Microfinance, Commercial Banks, and Poverty 
Reduction: Stories from the Field.” The briefing 
provided recent lessons learned from the partner-
ships between private commercial banks and 
non-profit organizations in expanding micro-
credit services (low-interest, small-scale loans and 
training) in several developing countries. A full 
report of this informative briefing can be found 
on CHC’s website at www.hungercenter.org.

Fighting Hunger Abroad

tsunami relief in sri lanka

In the aftermath of the December, 2004 tsunami 
in Asia, CHC seconded Jose Ravano, the Co-Director 
of the Mickey Leland International Fellows Program, 
to CARE in Sri Lanka from January through April, 
2005. Jose hit the ground running and started up 
from scratch the CARE Disaster-Management Unit 
(DMU) as well as oversaw the unit’s expansion and 
operations in seven different tsunami-affected districts 
in Sri Lanka. Jose helped mobilize the distribution 
process of over 32,000 non-food-item kits and 12,000 
food provisions, and the delivery of millions of liters 
of water to those who survived the tsunami. Jose’s 
leadership also played a key role in shaping CARE Sri 
Lanka’s post-tsunami strategy, a document that will 
guide the country operations during the next five 
years. CHC is proud to acknowledge Jose’s contribu-
tion to CARE during this major natural disaster.
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As a founding member of the Congressional Hunger Center’s board of 

directors, I have worked closely with fellow CHC board member Ann 

Western Bittman, CFO of the American Forest and Paper Association, to 

provide oversight for CHC’s financial operations. CHC continues to exhibit 

excellent stewardship of the resources and grants it received in 2005. For the 

fifth year in a row, CHC has received an unqualified audit and continues to 

maintain a low administrative overhead rate of just over eight percent.

On behalf of the CHC board of directors, I want to congratulate CHC 

on another successful year as together we continue our mission of ”fighting 

hunger by developing leaders.” The Grocery Manufacturers of America proudly 

supports the Congressional Hunger Center’s work and shares with CHC a 

vision of a world with affordable, safe and nutritious food that is available 

and accessible for all.

C. Manly Molpus, President and CEO 

Grocery Manufacturers of America 

CHC Board Treasurer

Letter from the Treasurer

enhancing accountability and effectiveness in 2005

During 2005, CHC undertook an exhaustive review of all internal financial, program, and operating procedures. 
CHC staff also worked with the CHC board of directors executive committee to establish comprehensive board 
and oversight policies. After completing this review process, CHC received “Self-Certification Plus” status, awarded 
to those members of InterAction (a consortium of over 160 international relief and development agencies) that 
completed the extensive internal review and compliance with a rigorous set of management standards. Achieving 
these standards represents a milestone for CHC’s management and operational competence, and we are proud to 
be in full compliance with all existing federal laws governing non-profit organizations.

CHC is committed to:

l Advocating and fostering human dignity and development;

l Striving for justice through programs of economic and social development, relief, and reconstruction;

l Helping people help themselves;

l Building public awareness and understanding as a necessary prerequisite for humanitarian assistance;

l Being accountable to our individual constituencies, the American public, and the people we strive to assist;

l Working in a spirit of collaboration and partnership as the most effective way to achieve common objectives;

l Encouraging professional competence, ethical practices, and quality of service.

Manly Molpus
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statements of Financial Position
September 30, 2005 and 2004

assets 2005 2004

Cash—unrestricted $ 89,258 $ 52,539
Cash—temporarily restricted 5,770,393 2,574,280
Accounts receivable 22,155 38,729
Prepaid expenses 29,394 119,150
Property and equipment 56,485 65,776

Total assets $ 5,967,685 $ 2,850,474

liaBilities & net assets

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable $ 44,576 $ 25,892
Deferred revenue 2,346,519 1,977,821
Obligation under capital leases 7,882 8,253

Total current liabilities 2,398,977 2,011,966

Long term liabilities
Deferred revenue 3,312,244 646,941
Obligation under capital leases  828  8,714

Total long term liabilities  3,313,072  655,655

Total liabilities  5,712,049  2,667,621

Net Assets
Unrestricted 129,252 152,600
Temporarily restricted  126,381  30,253

Total net assets  255,633  182,853

Total liabilities and net assets $ 5,967,682 $ 2,850,474

2005 source of Funds

n Grant $ 2,425,800

n Interest from Investment $  38,525 

n Foundation $ 68,500

n Corporation $ 136,476

n Individual $  11,430 

n Site matches $ 84,000

n Other Income $ 2,085

2005 application of Funds

n Emerson National Hunger Fellows $ 1,196,225 

n Leland International Hunger Fellows $  1,266,971 

n General and Administration $  171,942 

n Fundraising $ 56,626

n Lobbying $ 2,272

87.7%

2.5%

4.9%

0.4%
3.0%
0.1%

1.4%

47.0%

6.4%

2.1%

0.1%

32.4%

How CHC Funds Are Spent
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thank You!

The work of the Congressional Hunger Center would not move forward without the financial, advisory, and 
volunteer support of hundreds of friends, corporations, foundations and government partners. We especially 
thank the steadfast members of our board and founding supporters who have given so generously of their 
time, talent and finances since 1993 to make our first decade a success.

A very special note of gratitude goes to the following friends of CHC:

Contributors and Partners
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Contributors and 
Partners
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Congressional Hunger Center
229½ Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003
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www.hungercenter.org


